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1t our tricnds who farar us with manuseripts for
publication wish tn hure relecke d orticlas returned, they
must tn ail cases send stamps for that purpose

Narmony Rogers.

Tho Albany correspondent of THE SUN
records that “great pre<sura s heing

brought on the Speaker not to make the |

humiliation of Assemblyman RoOGERS
too severo,” The insurance commities
will be the most conspicuous and im-
portant of the Assembly committoes,
The Broome statesman modestly asks
to be head of it as a consolation prize
for not being mace Speaker or allowed
to remain the majority leader.  Natu-
rally “the people who are friendly to
Chairman OpELL ara talking the most
about this assignment.”

The Tribune'a Albany man predicts
Mr, RoceRrs's election and gives tho
reasons for it as well as NMr. RoGens
himself could give them:

® The present Indlcations are that Javes T,
RogERS of Droome will get the ehalrmanship of
the Commlttes on Insurance instead of Ronrnt
LA¥N Cox of Erle. Alr. Roarns has worleed falth.
fully for the Ilepublican party and tn the Speaker-
_ghip caucus made a strong speech for harmony.
+ His appotntment to the Insurance Committen would
‘ greatly lessen the sting of his dopostition from the
gdoar leadership.”

Roaens and Harmony! HoorRER and
Harmony! Applying to the life insur-
anoce companies lis own charitable doc-
‘trine in the Hooker impeachment, Mr,
RooERs would have to ask for the rein-
statement of ALEXANDER, McCURDY and
McCaLnt

*From this time forth I believe ho will
be a better life insurance official; his
conduot of every kind will Le above
suspioion and beyond reproach, I be-
lleve the Legislature can well afford to
gayof him: ‘Neitherdo I condemn thee;
goandsinnomore.” ”

“Judge® HazauroN and ANDY FIFLDS,
BuryEAM and HEGEMAN, Rebate TAR-
pELL and all the brethren in the great

art of commission eating will welcome |

euch a kindly and forgiving spirit of
heavenly harmony.

Another great reform principle of
RoGERS's would read thus!

“1 believe the conscienca of the people
chould eorrect indiscretions of office-
holders In Insurance companies and
politicians who have been on the graft.”

Finally, we may be sure that “what
Mr. RoGERS wants is to punish the people
who made it possible for” tha life insur-
ance grafters “to be carried away by the
temptations to secure graft.”

The money of the policyholders en-
ables the grafters to be carried away
by temptations to get graft.
Rogerian point of view they are the men
to be punished.

The honest part of the Republican
party cannot afford to epare any accoms=
plice in the acquittal of HOOKER, any
apologlst for Hookerism. It neasds to
be harmonious with the commandment
*Thou shalt not steal,” not harmonious
with HOOKER and ODELL.

The British Parliament Dissolved.

The *“Khaki” Parliament, elected in
1900, will be dissolved to-day and a new
Parliament will be summoned to meot
on February 18, the earliest possible

date, the minimum interval prescribed |
by law being thirty-five days. Thoe |

general election which shortly will take
place will be more closely contested
than any witnessed in the United King-
dom since that of 1856, which followed
the defeat of BMr. GLADSTONE'S first
Home Rule bill. 8ix years ago a con-
siderable proportion of the Unionist nom-
tnees were returned unopposed, but now
we are told that almost every borough
division In Great Britain has opposing
candidates.

There seems to be no doubt that the

attempt made by Mr. Bavrovnr and
other Unionist leaders to canse the cam- |

paign to turn on the question of Homo
Rule rather than on the I'ree Trade issue
has failed. The fact that during the

last week the ex-Premier was howled |

down at Derby and that Mr, CuAM-
BERLAIN met with the same fate at Man-
chester indicates that the tide of publie
opinion is flowing as irresistibly in fuvor

of the Libera!: as it flowed in 1350, when |

Mr. GLADSTONE obtained a majority of
about a hundred over Conscrvatives
and Irish Nationalists combined, The
miscarriage of the diversion essayed by
Mr. BaLrouk is8 due mainly, no douht,

to the sound common sense of the Brit- |

ish people, habitually inclined to deal
with one thing at a time, but partly to
the position taken by tho Duke of
DEvoNSHIRE, who has publicly advised
Unionist Free Traders to vote for Liberal
nominens,

It is further to be noted that Mr Jonw
f. BrnMoxD, the Parltamentary leader
of the Ivish Nationalist party, has in-
gtructed Irish voters in British electaral
distrieta to vote for Liberal eandidates,
d {ol-

unless these happen to be avow:
lowers of Lord ROSEBERY, in
event epecial directions will Le gl

%o infer that if in a S ennstit-
uency a supnorter of Lord Nosenrny
were opposed by o Unionist of the Dan-

raven type Irish electors wonld be told

to vote for the latter. Exactly onposite
orders were issucid by dMr Papyonn
in 1885, and inasmch as the 100l votoes
in Great Britain pumber hundieds of
thousands Mr. GLaisTONE lost that
yvear a lareo number of bo s which

otherwise hie would have o

It seems to us
alists are evincing remarkable gagacity
at this conjuncture, Thay have awak-
ened to the fact that hall a loaf is better
than no bread at all. Invigorated by
half a loaf, a man or a political party iz
likely to get the other haif.  Experience

the! the Irish Nation-

I

Frotn tho |

which

ven. |

] taught the Trish Nationalists in the last I denied tha
| session of tha now expiring Parliament ¢ public and
| that ~’w|um; as the Unionist p'u'l..' shall |

be guided by Mr, A, J. BaLroun and his
[ friends they cannot hope to gecure even
ilhn modest instalment of  home rule
| advocated by Lord DuNRAVEN, who
proposed, it will be remembered, the
siuperseszion of  (astle government by
a Dublin Council, the functions of which
should be not only administrative it
| to some extent legislative and which
I should be made up partly of delegates
from tho County Councils, most of which
are controlled by the Nationalists. From
sich a concession the step to a General
Council wholly elective would be short
[ and early,

Now the Nutiopaliats know from the
public declarations of Sir H, CAMPBELL-
BANNERMAN, tho new Premier—made
in the teoth of Mr, BALroURr's ellort
to substitute a Home Rule for a Iree
| Trade issue—ihat the Liberals are pre-
pared to grant lreland everything short
| of political independence.  That is to
' say, their maximum concession will not
fall short by an jota of Mr, GLADSTONE'S
socond Home Rulo lli”, which, whilo
vielding to Ireland a national legislature
empowered to deal with all matters ex-
clusively Irish, required Ireland to main-
tain its existing representation in the
Parliament at Westminster, to take part
in business concerning the United King-
dom collectively and the outlying sec-
tions of the British Empira.

If the Liberals obtain in the next House
of Commons the preponderance which

ment of a protective tariff for the osten-
sible purpose of giving a preference to
the colonies will be ipso facto defunct.

troduction and passage of a resolution
proclaiming adherenco to the policy
of Free Trade, which has been followed
by the United Kingdom for about sixty
years, ln view of the attitude assumed
by the Duke of DEVONSHIRE, wo have

In that event Mr.
as well abandon

in the declaration,
CHAMBERLAIN may

of his project.

of the new Liberal Government exclu-
gively from an Irish Nuationalist or a Free
Trade point of view, There seems to be
no doubt also that the next House of
Commons will be more democratic thun
any eeen sinco the days of CROMWELL,
The Radicals under Mr, LLoYD GEORGE
and the Labor Unionists under Mr.
BUrrys will between them exert an in-
fluence that cannot be disregarded, and
we shall not be at all surprised to witness
the passage of bills disestablishing the
Anglican Church in Wales and decree-
Ing the pavment of members of the
House of Commons and possibly also
an eight hour labor day,

Dog Eat Dog.

Senator BRACKEIT'S reported purpose
is to offer a resolution in the Senate
within the next ten days providing for
the appointment of an investigating
committee to agcertain the final disposi-
| tion of the $235,000 fund paid by the New
York Life Insurance Company to ANDREW
HayintoN for legislative work in New
! York, and which was unaccountad for
in detail to anybody.

Mr. BRACKEIT'S proceeding
watched with intense interest by citizens

now may be looked for, the reestablish- |

Novertheless we expect to see the in- |

they have alsn swindled the
thwarted the popular will
many  ties, and the revolt against
them, showing strength in many States
at one time, is a comforting symptom
of the reawnkened public spirit now
manifest throughout the country.  Leg-
islative agents will always he maintained
by those whose interests are involved
in proposed legislation, ‘There is no
cause to prevent sueh frem pursuing

Y 4 |
their calling unmolested, They may bo

of real and positive advantage to the
State on account of their intimate knol-
edge of the subjects with which they
deal and of the information they can
procure. But these are of a different
class from the pass distributing, influence
wielding lobbyist too familiar about
many American legislative halls, whose
passing wonld be a reason for real and
general thanksgiving.

Order of Precedence in Dressing.

Memory cherishes with an especial
fondness that sociological correspondent
of ours who asked how a man should
invest himself with his trousers and
whether he should rest on his bedside,
stand up or recline gracefully upon the
floor when asswming for the day or a part
of it these insignia of his rank. Such
inquiries are not trivial, To the philoso=
pher and the sociologist, the biogravher
and the historian they are often fruitful,
Much of Mr, CARLYLE'S atrabilions rhet-
oric could be batter gpared than the fact
recorded, wo think by him, that FRED-
ERICK the Great put on his left trousers
leg first. A born military man, who put
his left foot foremost instinctively.

In to-day's SunN are divers learned
opinions of two vexed questions: Should
the right or left coat sleeve ho donned

| first? Should the right or left trousers

but little doubt that the House of Lords |
will coneur with the House of Commons |

the hope of witnessing the fulfilment |

So far we have considered the outlook |

leg be donned first?

Everybody to his choice; and there
are ambidextrous and ambicrural men,
But, if thereis nothing of despotism in the
guggestion, why not turn fivst to the left?
Left! The word implies discipline; and
it is only by discipline that one learns to
get up in the morning. Why do most
men not left handed put the right leg and
arm first, if they do? Did our ancestors,
probably arboreal in their habits, swing
themselves up using their rights firsi?
Atany rate, with the ongsided and partial
development of man, with the de;enera-
tion and atrophy of left handed and leflt
legged initiative, superstition may have
liad much to do. The crow cawed sinis-
ter. ‘The new moon was seen over the
loft. The right is fortunate. It is true
that some of our early ancestors may
not have been bothered much with
these matters of pre edence, having no
breeches, waistcoats or coats wherewith
to be clothed. But ages of prejudice
have left ineradicable marks in the world
that wears clothes.

|
|

So the left is inauspicious, and the right |

arm and leg have the right and the best
of it. Twentieth century legs and arms
ought to be too scientific and advan el
to cling to those old notions.

The Troy Press avers that “no Governor

' living has given greater proof of heroism”

than Governor Forg of Missouri. When
was this heroie proof given? When he
commuted the sentenca of the murderer of

THE “FOREIGN PERIL”

stntistles More Creditable to Forelgn Born
Amerteans Than to Natlves,

To 1nr Eorvon o ‘Tue St Si Wao
hear o good deal of alarming tulk about the
danger of the forelgn eloment in this coun-
try, and there is some danger, no doubt, but
what would an all-American country be like?
I only know personally of one such a section
in any of the States, and [ must say it is
goarcely what we conld wish the w hole coun-
try to be,

That is the mountain section of Kentucky,
where feuds and "moonshine” and murders
and disregard of law and fgnorance and il-
literacy prevall as nowhere else in this land.
From same gtatistios of the section I gather
theae facts: Out of a total population of 476,085
in thirty-Nlve of these so-called mountain
counties, about 15,000 of which is black -coj-
ored people are not fond of & country where
it Is difcult to make a living -only 2,120 are
foreign born.
with its lrading oMecials under the cloud of
assassination and connivance thereat, with
a population of 14,322, has only seven foreign
born residents, Oweley, Perry and Johnson,
with a population of 29,000, have but three
foreign born  residents—one each, Clay,
notad as reporting the value of its firearms
in excess of that of its agricultural imple-
ments, with a population of 15,364, has three
foreign born residents. Letcher, with a
B”p" atton of 0.172, hasn't a single foreign

orn resident.

The percentage of illiteracy among the
whita voters of all the counties is 23.5 and
among the blacks it is 47.5, nearly half, The
general illiteracy of the whole State is 13.0
white and 49.5 black.

Just across the river in Ohio the percentags
of illiteracy is 4.4 white, 21,8 black In Indi-
ana it is s.0 white, 27.7, black, i Illinois 4.5
white, 18,6 black,

Kentueky, with a populatinn of 2,147,174,
has 50,210 foreign born residents, while her
sister States to the north, with a population
ol 11,463,557, have a foreign born population
1507602 In the 28t counties of Ohio
Indiana and Ilinois, 3,784 newapapers an
periodicals are published, 510 of which are
daily, and nn conunty s without its news-
paper. In the 1 counties of  Kentiucky
10 newspapersa and perindicals are b=
lished, thirty-ono of them daily: and fifteen
connties have na papers, most, if not all ol
them, mountain eonnties )

Our fareign element is not always desir-
abla, but a lirtle of 1t mited up with Ken-

tucky conldn’t do much harm, 1 fancy.
NEw Yonrk, Jan, 6. W.J. L.
King James's glish,

To tar Eprtor oF Tar Sux—Sir: Thanks
to Tnw Sv's for directing its rayn toward Mr.
Henry James's paculiaritiesand pedantrise, He

has recently set up as an oracle, asserting, in |,

“Bloody Breathitt," at present |

|

aibstance, that Americans do not speak good |
English, and yet in hia own writings he con-

stantly f{llustrates the diplomatic idea that
“worda wera invented to obscure thought ”
Of intricat», Involved, disjointed rhetorie he
is & past maater; much of his recent writing
is happily characterized by Tug 8UN as “in-
telligible to those who underatand it.” It is
Lardly too muech to say that paragraphs are
not Infrequent which can be read backward
with as mich sensa as forward,

Here are two or three sentencea of very
recont publication:

| domestic

THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OF IT.

Has the Federal Government Power to Fix
Rates for Interstate Transportatlon?
To Tie Eprror or TAE SuN—Sir: The

existence of any Federal power to estab-
lish railroad rates is still an entirely open
question, This legal condition has been
announced by the Supreme Court in a
recent decision: “1f Congress has the power
to fix such rates—and upon that question
we oxpress no opinlon—it does not choose
to exercise ita power in that way or to that
extent,” In view of this cautlous reser-
vation of opinion by the highest court,
it 18 important to inquire into the reasons
which may have induced it to refrain from
the ready acceptance of Congressional
authority over this subject matter.

The claim of power for the general Gov-
ernment to establish charges for the trans-
portation of property among the States
rests upon the assumption that the au-
thority of the United States over such
business is analogous to the authority of
the States to ordain such charges for their
transportation, This conten-
tion is not justified. The origin and nature
of the Slate power to enact such legisla-
tion &re entirely distinot from the sources
and character of the power given to Con-
gress “to regulate commerce among the
several States.” The decisions during the
last thirty years which have conceded
such powser to the State Governments are
not logically applicable to the Federal
authority.

The power of the States to establish
railroad charges has been attributed by
the Supreme Court to their general legis-
lative authority over all classes of busi-
ness affected with public uses. It is not
generically a power over commerce. As
far as commerce is conducted by instru-
mentalitics in which the public has an im=
plied interest, those instrumentalities may
be governed, in the rates they chargs
the public, by the State Legiclatures, But
this power is not based upon any inherent
dominion over commerce or over any
agency connected therewith. It is only
when gsuch agency becomes subject to a
species of publio interest, and because of
such subjection, that this State power to
fix its revenues attaches to its operation.
Even the elastio police power has not been
deopied inclugive enough to define this
dominion over certain clagses of property,
and it has bean comprehensively described
as a parliamentary power. After a severe

struggle in the Leglslatures and the courts |
it has become recognized as a part of that |

general authority which the people of the

| States have surrendered to their legisla-

tive bodies te protect the public in all busi-

| ness matters in which the public is con=

It was a concamitant, always, of the downtown |

hour that tt could be felt as most playing into the
surrendered consclousness and making the sharp-
est impresston. yet, since the uptown honr was apt.
In ity turn. to claim the same distinction, | could

anly let each of them take 1ts way with me asit

would

[t 1s more than a comfort to him, traly, in all the
conditions, this acrepted viston of fhe too defant
scale of numerosity and quantity the eflect of
whish 1s €0 to multiply the possibilities, so to open,
by tha militon, contingent doors and windows, he
reats in 1t, at last, as an absolute luxury, converting
1t even into a suhstitute, Into the constant substi-
tute, for many luxurles that are abisent.

The intercsting point, \n thisconnection, I more-
over that this particular effect of the scale of things
s the only effect that, throughout the land, Is not
directly adverse to jJoy. Extent and reduplicattion,
the mulilplication of common, cogante items nd

coerned.

If the Faderal Government has anquired
this quasi-proprietary power over [prop-
erty engaged in interstate commerce, it
can fix the rates at which such property
can be employed. If it has not acquired
siuch dominion over such property or its
user, it cannot fix the prices to be paid its
ownera. The legal ability of Congress to
establish any railroad rates hinges upon
this proposition.

While this bread and fundamental au-
thority now resides incontestably in the

! States, it cannot be presumed to exist in

the contlnulty of motlon are elements that count |

there. in general, for fatizue and satlety, prompiing
thie earnest ohserver. overburdened perhaps al-

| ready a iittle by his earnestness, to the vefiection

a “scab” at the demand of “two miliions of |

untion men"?

| Labor thinks that FoLk i3 a hero or just

will be |

of all races and creeds and by those of |

different political affiliations,
licans, Democrats, Prohibitionists, Mug-
wumps, Socialists and Hearstites.
Importance of such aninvestigating com-
mittes, its work and its verdict would be
feltin every State andin all forelgn coun-
tries. I our opinion the appointment
of such a committes is rendered abso-
lutely necessary by the work of the Arm-
gtrong committee.

Who got this money? To whose bank
acconnt is it now credited? If it didn't
stick, as the saying 18, who passed it
along? Many persons are perfectly fa-
miliar with the methods of lobbyists for
corporations at Albany who deliberataly
get up “strike” bills on the ecorporations

torsand Assemblymen, and then rush pell
mell to New York and other parts of the

and secure large sums for the ostensible
purpose of defeating these fake “strike”
| bills.

Sonator BricnnTT's proposed resolu-
tion calling for the appointment of such
a committee ought to precipitate a dog
' eat dog scrimmage between tho lobby-
iets and their ereatures, in which mangy
hides would shrivel,

The Anti-Lobby Revolt,
Governor HERRICK of Ohin, just as he

rotires from office, gives it as his opinion
that the lobby should be enrbed, In
Mizgiasippi, where there are men of goorl
notwithstanding VARDAMAN, the
Lewislature is moving against the third
house. In Missouri the lobbyists have
to report at the State House, give their
pedigrees and behave themselves. In
| Albany the lobby is conspicuous by i1s
[ts chief has been
| stripped of his power and does not count
now. One or two hardy survivors of
the ancient svstem have been seen on
Capitol HH'L but their only occupation
wns to lanent the good old times,

The third house flourished under Boss-
jsmn and held a regrettable but powerful
place in the schieine of legislation, Un-
questionably. many lobbyists were noto-

Ben8A,

| absence this year.

rious swindlere, They were able to
find out, by honk or crook, what the fate
Of wstre was likely to be, and then

they would bleed its prospective bene-
ficiaries or vietims, as the case might be,
by sclling what was not in the market,
) s to the fingers of the
crooted lobhiyvist than ever reaches the
npockets of corrupt legislators, It would
Lo an eveopener for some eminent citi-
zonm i they eonld trace the course of
the oo money they have spent for
“legis'ative  protection,” Many a fat
| hanl has been made by a shrewd scoun-
| drel for “killing” a bill that never had a
| breath of life or “passing” a measure
the enactment of which was assured
from it8 beginning.
| However much the lobbyists may have
| swindied their employers, it cannot be

R Ay . v el
AOTe 1Nohey Shiths

State where the corporations are located |

Repub- |
! territorial arc

The |

“dead easy.”
boom be a hero, anyway?

arrangement  with  Corea
peror of Japan ruler over a
which altogether i3 very

Tha recent
makes the

close to that of the Siate of Texas,
wille the Governor of Texas represents
a population of about 3,500,000 the Mikado
holds away over some 00,000,000 peopia,
In other words, a country of which we are
accustomed to think as
exconds in area and equals in population
t o German iapire. It exceeds France in
both area and population. It also exceecls
Austria-Hungary in both Its
population exceeds Ly nearly 00 per cent,
the entire population of South America,
This i3 the “little Japan” which has re-
cently taken a seat among the world

respacta,

| Powers,

which employ them, hand them to Sena- |

The New York correspondent of a news-
paper in Kantuchky, a State perhaps more
widely and more juatly celebrated for its
hoapitality than for its hoteis, reports as
follows:

*“The halldays brought over 125,00 persons to
New York. The Waldorf-Astorla had over 1,300
guests one night, and the Gotham and Its nelzhhors,
the 5t, itegls and the Imperial, the Breslin, Hollinan
House and oth wtels, were packed, and not a de-
slrable room was to be had,
wisdom of ‘hose who seven years ago ! {thecry
that New York did notl have enouvh hotels.”

The excellence of New York hotels has
always been manifest, If the sccommoda-
tiona have been inadequate at times, this
Laz been due to the abnormal increase in the
number of hotel patrons, resident and
transient,

Fifteen years ago, before the conetrue-
tion of the present *apartment hotels "

| there were in what i3 now New York 100

hotels, of whiclh a faw—very few—were in
Brooklyn. There are now more than 800,
which have 40,000 rooms and wlich can
meet, ordinarily, the requirements of 75,000
persons, many of them from other ciies
and pleasurably engaged in “seeing New
York," ita eights, & people, its stirring
ways, its great public buildings and its
myriad attractions,

A modern New York hotel is not on!_" n
sleeping place but also a restaurant (and a
1estaurant of the very first olass, too), a
‘elephone exchange, a club parlor,a library,
a bell room, a reception room, a reading
room, a rallway office, a florist's shop, a
candy store, an obsoervatory, o tea room and
a sun patior all in one. As the facilities
for comfortable elegzance and elegant coms-
fort are increased it is not unnatural that
the New York hotels shouid be erowded,

Anclent British Bones.

To TNE 'driok oF TAE SUN
{nterested to read In 8§ v'e SUN about the dice
used by the aneclent Hritons and astonishied to Know
that they were joaded.  ‘They seemed like the ones
in use to-day, being marked In the same way from
1 to 0; and just here eamie 4 puzzie, 10 kuow how
dlee marked in the reguiar way could be loaded,
As I remember 1t the modern firitan, the one over
anyway, loaded lLis dice In a way to throw
s and slxes
rdag to Prof. Bord Dawlins, tha anclent
Briton could not have loaded his dice the same as
we do; and as tiere has never been eny other way
thut 1 know of to load dice, It wou d certalnly be
of deep Interest to a lot of us old dice shakers If you
mdout the anetent way and et us know,
J. 0,

-S{r 1 was mueh

sUas,
6l nive

could
KikereLn, Ontario, Jan, 6.

The Cast of the O1l Inquirn
Lodgers,
Codgers,
Dodgers,
Rogen,

Wonder if the Federation of |
| excepting

Can a man looking for a |

But |

“little Japan" now | 0

that the country 18 too large forany human cofi.
venlence: that 1t can scarce In the schemeof Prov-
{dence, have been meant to hedealt withaswe are
tryine, perbaps all in valn, to deal with | and thnt
113 very possiblitites of populition themselves canse
one to wince In the light of the quesiion of Intes

course and contact.

Can any mortal man, American or English,
Mr. Henry James, of tell
what thought was in the writer'm mind when
he peunocd the above? CRENICy

Boston, Jan, 8

COUrSe,

Champlain and the Isthmlun Canal,
To 1ue Eprror or THE SUN ~ Sir:
time, when everything relating to Panana
g of interest, the student of early American
history may relish a bit of curions informa-
tion. Parkman, in hiz “Ploucars of France
in the Naw World,” Volume 1I1., pages 80 and
A1 (Frontenae edition), writing of Samuel la
Champlain’'s West Indian adventure of 1600-

and sketches of them ally
and then, landing at Vers Cruz,
On hls re

afier hils fashlon
fou ved inland to the ity of Mexico
turn ha made his way to Panama. Here, more
than two centurics and a halt ago, bils bold aud
active mind concelved the plan of a ship cansl
across the Isthmus, “by which,” he says, “the vovage
to the South Sea would be shortenad hy more than

| Afteen hundred leagues.”

All this ind!lates the |

Parkman in a footnota adds

A Biscayan pllot had before sugxested the plan
to the Spanish Government; but Phlllp the Second,
probably in the interest of certaln monanolies,
forbade the subject to be azaln brought forwvard
on pain of death. \VATSON 13, BPRRY.

Yorspam, N. Y. Jan, 8

A Truly Happy New Year at Northport.
From the Northport Journal
Mr. and Mrs. G. ML Burr entertained 4 few friends
at thely restdence on Maln strost New Year's night
and a most enjoyable evenng was spent by all.

the United States, as an inherent govern-
mental power, except in the District of
Columhbia or in the Territories, over which
the United States possesses complete legis-
lative control. We have the higchest au-

i thority for stating that the power to fix

| pricea for transportetion.

the rates at which quasi-public service
shall be performed I8 an independent and
substantive power., It should not there-
fore ba deduced from the grant of any
othar rower contained in the Constitution.
Moreover, it ought not to be implied from

| trade with foreign nations.

missioners of Virginia and Maryland, to
whose initiative the Constitutional Con-
vention was largely due, recommended 1t
“to consider how far a uniform system in
their commercial intercourse and regu-
latlons be advisable.”

A plain instance of the nature of this
provision, as understood by the framers
of the Constitution, is found in the objec-
tion taken by South Carolina in the con-
vention to the adoption of the commerce
clause. That State relied upon her agri-
cultural products and their markets in
foreign countries. S8he possessed no ship-
ping, but England and New England con-
ducted the carrying of her rice and other
products, In this situation South Caro-
lina contended that the proposed power
to regulate commerce would enable Con-
gress to exclude foreign shipping from
the ports of South Carolina and leave her
dependent on New England ships, thus
enhancing the cost of exporting her prod-
ucts, This objection was overcome, but
the incident illustrates the understanding
of the subject at that time.

The above extracts have been furnished
to demonsatrate that the power to regulate

commerce had a olear and definite applica- |

tion at the time of the meating of the con-
vention. It provided for the correction
of the various methods developed by the
mercantile system which then prevailed
in all civilized countries -a system which
had been applied by the States to each
other, as well as to foreign countries,

lating our institutions. Inthe Ninth Article
of the Confederation Congress receives the
power of “establishing or regulating post
offices from one State to another.” Here
we have a olear distinction between siper.
vision or subjection to a uniform rule and
the power of estahlishment or organiz
tion. A similar distinction 8 suggosie]
in the clause conferring upon the (‘onfe|.
eration Congress “power to coin money,
regulate the value thereof and of foreiza
coin, and to fix the standards of weighi«
and measures.” When we find languags
used in the Conatitution similar to tha
employed in the Articles we are entitle|
to understand that its contextual meaning
is continuous, Even in referenca to such
a governmental prerogative as the instity.
tlon and control of an army and navy wa
find the same distinctive language-*To
make rules for the government and regula-
tion of the land and naval forces.”
While it {8 not necessary to claim that
“regulation” does not involve substantiva
acts, it isapparent from the tenor of thesay-
eral olauses in the Articles and the (on-
stitution that those instruments distin-
guished between the creative and organio
powers over their several subjects matter
and the administrative o1 disciplinary
powers over the game subjects. Through-
out all these enacted forms of expression
no terms can be found to suggest any in-

) tent to authorize the general Government
| to exercise so-called parliamnentary power

through a series of hindrances, impositions

and restrictions.

that these interstate conditions consti-

It is familiar history !

tuted a moving cause in favor of the estab- |
| no member of tha Coastitutional Conven-

lishment of the Constitution.

The convention may be preqsumed to |

have had in mind the evils intended to be
remedied. When it dealt with this entire
subject it disposed of State duties on im-
ports and exports by their practical pro-
hibition.
tions upon interstate commerce it conched
the remedy in the well known torms of the
ocommerce clause of the Constitution:

The Congress shall have power to regulate com-
merce with forelgn nations and among the several
States, and with the indlan tribes.

In dealing with other restric- |

over property affected by public uses

In view of the powera reserved to tha
States, should Congress be doemed hy fmpii.
cation to be empowered to exercise this latl.
tudinarian power? It must beapparent that

tion contemplated conferring such power
on the Federal Government. Thore |3
nothing in tha history of the times to in.
dieate that any citizen thought toat the
general Government was acquiring such
a dominion over property engaged in com-
merce among the States. Nearly all <uch
commerce existing at that time was coast-
wise or upon the navigable water courses,
It was sought to relieve this interstata
commerce from hindrances by substituting

| a national rule of uniformity for Stato ol

The mere reading of this clauge suggests

aninherent objection to the inclusion within
its purview of the power to establish rates
of transportation. Its terms apply equally

. any States,

to trade with foreign nations and among |

the States, If it includes any such proprie-

tary power as is now claimed for it in |

reference to interstate
must include a like power in reference to
The adherents

commerece it |

of such power wonld therefore he logi- |
meaning is presumed to have ameener and

cally reduced to the admission that by
virtua of this clause Congress can pre-

geribe the rates which may be charged for !
the conduct of business between our ports |

and foreign ports.

When the commerce clause is studied |

in the light of cognate provisions of the

Constitution its true application becomes

more apparent. Besides vesting the power
in Congress to control the commercial re-

' lations among the States, and thereby

the power to regulate commerce among the |

Statns; because that power as incorporated
in the Constitutionfs dissimilarinitzs objects
and seope from the power to ordain the
By ascertain-
ing the true definition of the regulation of

| commerce as drafted in the Constitntion

At this |

ited the principal pot!s of !

we mav learn whether it includes “a power
za vast and eomprebensive” as to rival,
if not surpass, the taxing power Itself.
The regulation of commerca as a dis-
tinot subject matter of legislation is iden-
tified by a long course of exercisa in Eng-
1and, in the colonies and during the Con-
foderation, and in that historical character
it i3 recognized by the Constitution,
category of power acquired its meaning
and receivad its application from the trade
system which prevailed between England
and her colonies and foreign countries,

enabling it to sweep away the insufferable
obstacles to freo commercial intercourse,
the convention cautiously deemed it de-
girable to take from the States, by positive
prohibition, certain prominent powers
which they had theratofora exercised in
respect to interstate commerce and which
wera deemed susceptible of perversion to
the extent of chstructing its freedom.
Hence the prohibition of the States laying
any duty on tonnnaga and the careful limi-
tation of the extent and operation of in-
spection laws of the Statesand the charges
imposed thereunder--both  prohibitions
being intended to strengtiien the hands of
Congress in regnlating commerce, and both
indicating the meaning and scope of the
power in question,

Perhaps the most signal fllustration of
the entire orbit of this power to regulate
commerce 18 contained In the clause pre-

| Reribing that “no preference shall be given

This |

l-character,

or between the mother country and the |

oalonies, or among the colonies them-
solves, Thismercantile lagzislation dictated
the character of goods that
axnortad or imp oried, the places from or

| to which thev might be brought, and the

Seldom does such a congenlal company ol ladies |

5 were present on this

1 all too rapldly. The

and gentlemuen assemble &
occasion, and the hours &
splrits of some of the gen n bubbled over and
manifested Itsell In somewlhat violent exerclses
and mirthful eccentricitivs, one gentleinan In par-
telar even try!lng to tmitate a cow. Sandwlched
fn were hearty sones and laugh'er by the entlre
‘olly company, vocal and fnstrumental solos, read
inzs and reoftatlions by Indivtdual members and
later & delightful feast of good tulngs, served by
the hostess, who knows full well how to tempt the
appetites of ler guesis, eved It 1t takes the jul'y
brown leg of & turitey to do it. T'he good natured
hast, appreciating the hablts and tastes of the gen-
tlemen, opened a box of cigars and the fragrant
weed was consumed with much gratification.

Hydraulles on Murray HILL

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN<=Sir: | read with
Interest 'n this morning's SUN the amusing account
of the break In the water mains In front of the Wal
dorf-Astorla, laying the cause to blasting 1o a tun-
nel at the Altman Bullding.

1 live at the corner of Fifth avenue and Thirty -
elghth street, and durlng the entire day, Friday,
we all on Thirty -elghth street were without water.
Upon nvestigation we were told that the water
was turned oll from all this nelghborhood.

Noicing that the trouble did not commence at
Tulrty fourth street untll 7 o'clock In the evening
of Friday, |lay tie trouble to the turning on quickly
of the water in the malns running by us, for we
were able to get water along ‘T'hirty -elghth streast
ebout 650 o'clock in the evenlng for the fdrst thne
on that day. 1. M. HaRkR.

New YoRrg, Jan. 0.

A High Compliment,

To THE FpItoR of THE SUN =Sir: You are the
only ones who haven's been overpowered by the
learned attempts to mystify all studles of soclety
by applying to them that highfaintin word soclo ogy.

NEW YORK, Jan. . JAMEA 1), DEWELL, J

e et

The Social Temperature in Philadelphia.

To 1ue Enttor o7 T'ar Sun - Sir: Is Curry Pep
per hat cnough stuffto become one of the Immortals?
He s already one of the elect of Phlladeliphia's
venerahila Assembly Dall. H L.C

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 6.

Condensed Bloxraphy of a Boss.

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN--Str:  Who will write
thn lfe story of a Loss who aprang from nothing and
grew into somethiug worse? R.

WATERIOWN, Jan. 6.

A Guess.

Perhaps an all wise Providence
No snowstorm has oonoeded,
Because 1t thinks the shovels all

In Panama are noeded.

| of importations by the States.”

vezanls on which they mizlhit be carried,
Thesa regulaiions of commerce were in
part ineluded in the system of navigation
laws, and their most characteristic feat-
ures conaisted in the imposition of bur-
dens and restrictions upon trade. This
ia the historical purport of regulations of
commeree, and an examination of our
instruments of general government will
show that this waa the sense in which its
organizers understood them.

'his understanding of this governmental
power appears explicitly during the period
of the Confederation and i8 reflected in
the following article:

The people of each State shall have free Ingress
and regress to and from any other State and shall
enjoy therein the privileges of trade and com-
iqerce, sublect to the same dutles, Impositions
and restrietions as the inhabitants thoreof respeo-
tively: Provided that such restriction shall not ex-
tend so far as to prevent the removal of property
imported Into any State of which the owner Is an
inhabltant.

The purport of that provision was to
leave the several States at liberty to es-
tablish all privileges connected with com-
merce; to lavy any duties upon goods
coming from other States; to create any
restrictions connected therewith; provided
guch restrictions also applied to the in-
habitants of the several States imposing
guch restrictions. In the Congress of the
Confederation the subjeot was frequently
considered, with the object of transferring
this power of regulation from the States
to the general government, and thereby
gecuring commercial uniformity among the
Btates,

In February, 1785, the Rhode Island
Report proposed “to grant the Congress
power for twenty-five years to regulate
trade between the respective States and
to prohibit the restraining or regulating
On March
11, 1785, South Carelina proposed a similar
amendment to the Articles, in order to
give the Congresa “power to regulate trade
with the West Indies.” In the Madison
resolutions of November 30, 1755, the States
were recommended to authorize Congress
“to regulate trade, to the extent of pro-
hibiting foreign vessels from entering.”

In a letter from Congress to the State
Legislatures it was declared that “com-
mercial regulations of any foreign power
must be counteraoted by eimilar regula-
tions by us.” The Congress proposed that
the Ninth Article of Confederation be
amended so that “the United States have
sole and exclusive power of re
the trade of the States, as well with foreign

nations as with each oter.' The eamr

might be !

by any regulation of commerce or rev-

| enue to the ports of one S'ate over those of

another.” While this c¢lause enumerates
only one direction in which the commerce
clause is intended to operate, it indicates
the nature of the subjects on which that
regulation {8 to be exercised. This is again

struction. American vesscls  would  ba
enabled to enter freely into the ports of
all the States and carry the products of
Was it intended to grant
Congress the power to dictate the charyes
for the carrying of such products?

An evil or a suppoeed evil in reference
to railroad transportation has recenly
been discovered, It i8 said to require a
national remedy, and forthwith a clanss
in the Conatitution which has a erystazized

different meaning—incorpsreating a terri-
tory of government which has never forme|
a part of the Fedecal system.  We are told
that if the rates of interstate traflic are not
fixed by Cowgress they must stand wiih-
out fislss by any governmental authority,
This result may be conceded without call-
ing for an unwarranted extension of Fed.
eral power. There are many political and
social evils which our limited and specifle
Federal system does not alleviate.

He who asserts a power to exist under
the Federal GQovernment must point to the
delegation of that power in the Constitution,

The power to regulate commerce relates
to a subject matter different from the powor
to ordain the charges which may be made
for the use of property affected with pub-
lic interests, It cannot be invoked to sus-
tain the proposed legislation, which is in
itself “the exercise of a substantive power.’
Innoevent should “the grant of such a power
go vast and comprehensive be implied.'
Upon this pronouncement of the Suprems

| Court with reference to this same power

the subject may safely repose,
EpwARD L. ANDREWS,
NEw YoRrg, Jan. 6.

THE BREECHES CATECHIS)I.

The Great Bear on a Groat Question.

To THE EDITOR oF THE SUN—Str;  Your anthor.
ity in the matter of pajamas, which your correspond
ent “Lelt or Right” adm!ts as unimpeachable, must
glve place to an elder, 1t not a better, when It comes

| to declding the vexed questlon whether In putting

indicated by the succeeding clause: “Nor |

chall vessals bound to or from one State
be obliged to enter or pay dutiesinanother.”

These factors bring us to a consideration
of the guiding principle insyiring the com-
merce clause and its creration, Ite scope
is mainly, if not wholly, of a negativa
It was intended to authorize
the removal of resirictions upon commerce;
it was advocated on the ground that it
would be productive of uniformity in com-

mercial relations throughout the nation; |
| and the Federal decizions have found the |

reason of it8 existence in this object.

The |

history of its enforcement forms a continu- |

ous illustration of this nature of the power,

The Federal tribunals have been engaged !

in declaring a multitude of State enact-
ments to be infringements upon interstate
commerce. Whether this local legislation
took the form of the Imposition of taxes

or of the eatablishment of maximum rates !

for transportation, whenever such State
legislation has impinzed upon interstate

on trousers the right or left leg should be put in
first .
The problem 1s one of many that an advanced
civilization has given rise to. No such perplesity
confronted aboriginal man or his descendants d wn
to no very remote perlod. The Roman Senator
In his toga and the Highland chleftain in his Lt
happlly escaped the dilemma of “Left or Ilght " as
well as the ridicule he complains of. There !
gainsaying the serlousness of tie question nor 4
merited grounds for controversy

Jts lmportance was not eneath the consideration
of the great Dr. Johnson, and his declsion, minle
the same vear as his refutation of Kishop Herke ey s
doctrine of the non exlstence of matter, )
1t does not matter what leg you put in your hreecics
first.” RIGHT OR "E&1

MONTCLAIR, N. J.,

WwWas

Jan ¢,

The Babylonian Practice.
- To tne EDITOR OF THE SUN-—-Sir!
Right" ralses a novel question. Reason
analogy, however, from ancient authority, it I8
clearly deducible that the right leg must first be
tnserted In the trousers and the right arm (rst ‘o
the coat,

If “Left or Right” will consult volume 95 of Rod:
kinson's “Babylonlan Talmud," page 16. he wil
tind the followinz rules lald down:

“How should one conduct himself before hathing
Thus: He shall irst remove his shoes, taxe of '3
hat, remove his overcoat. take ofl his glrdle, then

| take off his shirt, and after all the drawers

commerce, the Federal courts have heen |

virile in protecting its freedom from such
restrictiona, Inits own field of legislation
Federal authority has heretofore been ex-
erted and sustained upon the theory that it
removed obstaclas to interstate commereas
and was therefore justifiable upon the prin-
ciple of regulation. Such is the adjudicated
doctrine of the Sherman law and such is
the theory upon which certain commerce
cominission powers have been affirmed.
In short, the judicial and legislative action
of the general Government has heratofore
been predicated wupon this legitimate
regulative and corrective authority,

It is now proposed to convert this disei-
plinary power into an Institute of prop-
erty. It is clainmted that when individuals
or corporations are engaged in interatate
commerce they become subject to a new
get of Federal proprietary conditions.
These Federal mandates are to act directly
upon such investments and to declare in
principle a complete dominion over them
and over their ravenuea,

In rifting this novel attribution of a
common law power to the Federal Gov-
ernment it should be noted that much of
the discussion which has taken place as-
sumes the existence in terms of a Federal
power to regulate rates—commercial rates
of reward for condueting commerce among
the States. It s needless to say that no
such provision exists in the Federal Con-
stitution, Its existence {8 confined to
State Constitutions or State statutes, which
confer such power in explicit language
upon the local authorities, Therefore any
estimate of the extent of power given
to Congress must rest entirely upon the
provision for regulating commerce among
the States, and the preceding statement
of the nature and limitations of this power
may be confirmed by the phraseology of
other clauses of the Constitution. They
indicate that the effort to annex this radi-
cal State power over property is repelled
from Fede jurisprudence by the text
of the Constitution,

Qur orrai o 2=amblies bave carefully
mei: ‘< iew the . distinotion between

M5 {uoctlons of establishing and of yegu-

bathingz, when a towel 18 hrouzht to him, he frs
wipes his head and then the other parts of his body
When the oll 1s brought to him, he shall first ar
his head and then other members of his boiv, and
then he shall put on his drawers, then his shirt ‘ne
girdle, then he shall wrap himself In his man'e
and then he shall put on his hat, and then bl
And i he has hls son, his slave or bondma
shall do i1t for him. Always shall the rig
put on first, and then the left one: and w
off the shoes, the left one shall be taken of
I have known aged and conservative (ien'lies
who Invariably dressed the right foot first as v pre
cautlon agatnst 1l luck TRADITION
NEW YORK, Jan. 7.

Both at Once.

To TRE PEDITOR OF THE SUN—S(r. “Inaft or
Right " takes life 100 serlousiy. Let him have soni®
one hold his coat and thengetin with hoii armis at
ance. As for the trousers, I would suggest 'hat ue
refraln from putting them on !'n publie.

NEw YORK, Jan. 7. BotR Haxps

What Shall the Left Handed Do?

To THE EDITOR oF TAER SUN—Sfr: As A right
handed man always puts his left Jeg In his trousers
first and left arm In his coat sleove first, does 8
left handed man reverse the operation? [ am
right handed, Ji HLQ

HARLEM, Jan. 5.

Carmen's Mixed Copyrignt.
From the Londan Daily Graphte

The popularity of Blaet's “Carmen” 1s as great a
Germany asinany other country. and German hand
masters are looking forward to playing that f
musle without payment to the composer's
sentatives on and after New Year's 1w
died 1n 1875, and the Franco-German (ornve
provides that authors’ and composers’ righ s 4
their works cease after thirty yvears. But, tho@a
the composer of “Carmen” |s dead, and on#
Jibrettists, Melihae, 1s also, the other, M. Lui®
Halévy, is allve and well.  Hence a legai qus
has ar'sen,and 8 German court has declded
musle may be played, hut that the words may nof
be sung. without payment. An opera is 'l
clared not to bo a harmontous wnole, bt to
of two distinct parts, words and muslc, in¢
wilch 1ts own particular parent has h'so
tieular rights.

i
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Bricks and Stitches.
From the Guthrie Guile,

It wes reported at this offce that a younz AR
went to or near Lincoln school this week an neat
a young woman nearly to death with a brick \\uere
15 the oMoers of the law. A stitch n time will £ave
nine stliches.

The Exit.
Cholly—Did you call on her 1ast night?

Algy—Yes, and from the way her father trented

m# 794 Would BAYE WhQught 1 was the While Howd,

(&

S e o s et e AR TR D o ed™™ RN T ored

o=

P P




